This book is a compilation of practical hints with accompanying caveats gathered from both sides of the Atlantic and is applicable to local practice. As the authors state, these are "pearls of wisdom" handed down from senior colleagues or gleaned from trial and error.
situation when the pilot tube is inadvertently cut. The chapter on practical procedures and techniques includes topics ranging from insertion of arterial and venous cannulae to regional and brachial plexus blocks. The fact that there are five tips relating to nasogastric insertion attests to the difficulties this can cause for any anaesthetist. The chapter on Crisis Management, though not comprehensive, has a few hints to keep one out of trouble; in particular the issue of the moribund patient is dealt with well.
This short book is easy to read and quite entertaining. Although it is aimed primarily at beginners more experienced anaesthetists may also find items of interest, I think it would be a useful addition to a departmental library. It is certainly not a comprehensive textbook but would provide some useful practical information to junior staff.
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